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^ Oennan China-Society Founded In Haoburg X | 

' i /?«. \ 

A ne v Geman Oilna-Soeiatv fPeutache Chlna-Gesellscbaft) to proaoton ^y 
friendly cultural and coamereial gftlfttlona.,vithJgonmu^ t_Chl^ was efl^brj 
l^Vshed In HBjnbnra on Sentember 7. 1957* Among other# on the founding c®/ , ^/g Z^ 
mtttee v^g^QmSCHE^red ltor»nublia^^ o f the n^utr^jat veately Ma^7 
Polltlh, H ermannXSCHWANR, WiTBuhdestag member j and retlrcd_AnbaBaador 
"Werner-Otto vonVjHENTIC. Hr, HJnlmar SCHACHT was Hated as a meihber of ^ tf. ^ - 
the cosanittce but vaa not present at the founding meeting > which was at- 
tended by about 70 persons representing business, academic, and professional 
clrclea. A fev newspapermen were present, as was an observer from the ^ 

Consulate General. 

Die main speaker, Volf Schenke, spoke of the growing ibportcuico of 
China for the world and Germany and the consequent need for prcmotion of 
closer relations with China. The tenor of the general discussion that 
. followed Schenke *s speech was that Germany needed a new organization with 
unofficial contacts with China, particularly since the Federal Republic had 
no"15pIomatic relations with the "new** China, The main emphasis of the 
“ Deutsche China»Gesellschaft would be on cultural relations, but cocsmercial 
con^cts would not be neglected. The Federal Republic ' s ”do-nothlng* policy 
toward China was deplored, and the (Nationalist) China coostittee recently 
ostabliohcd by Bundestag member Ez^st HAJONICA, GCU, was ridiculed, parti* 
eularly by Hermann Schwann who also criticized the selection Of a military 
man, Goncrul von FALKEttHAUSEN, as chairman of the Bonn group, 

Volf Schenke and Hormann Schwann were elected First and Second Chair- 
men, respectively, of the provisional executive coosaittee, with new 
elections foreseen for oarly 193d. (A list of committee members is attached 
as enclosure 1.) Schenke and Schwann appear to have been the chief pro- 
moters of. the new group. 

According to a statement puiblished by the founding committee before 
the September 7 meeting (a translation is attached, as enclosure 2) two 
members of the coromlttee (Schenke and Schwann} met in Peking in 195^ with 



representatives of the Comaunlat government and were given assurances by 




EJTrost: Ja 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



[K/- y - t/i> 



declassified and released by' 

central I NTELL IGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES ME TH 0 DSEXEMPTI 0 N 3 B 2 B 

NAZI WAR CRIMES 0 IS CLOSURE ACT 
date 2007 



AMCONOEN KAl^BimC 



LiKdi’Bl) OtVlCUX U3L 



"high Indlvl duals right up to the Prime Minister (Minioter-Prcsidcnt)" that 
a Gensan China-Society would he welcomed and that the Chinese "Society for 
Foreign Rolatlone" f^ftnwi iBoioned to maintain contact with the 

proposed^ftermon nr^i;aniyAttnn. More recently in Switzerland, according to 
the same statement^ a close^olleague of Chou £n-lai again aseiu'ed Scheohe 
that Peking would do everything possible to cooperate with the Chlna- 
Oesellschaft as soon as it ms established, and that a delegation from 
the group would be welcome .n China* (An article In the September lU issue 
Weue Politik states that the China-Gesollschaft plans to send a delega- 
tion to China in the near f iture. ) ^ ^ 



The China-Gescllschafj 



pstltion with existing groiji] 
fuer Aslenkunde , and the C) 
Wirtachaft . The denial cai 
llahed objectives of the ni 
Chlna-Oesellschaf t , as des 



explicitly denies that there will be any com- 
Lps such as the Ostasiatischer Vereir. * the Inst i tut 
lAina-Coomlttco of the Ostausachuas dcr deutschen 
pnot be taken at face value in view of the pub- 
:v group. Some of the specific plans of the 
rihed in detail in enclosure 2, are to; 



(a) Sponsor lecpurea, films, publications, exhibits, etc. 



(b) Arrange for 
personal contact betw 



academic exchanges and scholarships, and 
ben Germans and Chinese in both countries. 



(c ) Arrange for 
development of that 



(d) Promote the; 
in the two countries, 
tion of a pocket diet 



Conment; 



specialists to go to China to help in the 
c bun try. 



study of the Gorman and Chinese languages 
with the first project being the publlca- 
onafy of tltc Chinese language for Germans. 




The membership of th oj Deutsche Chlno-Gesollschaft la made up largely 
of persons dissatisfied with the Federal Republic's Chloa policy. Some 
are probably motivated by the desire for personal prestige and others by 
the hope that this new organization will offer them lucrative comcercial 
contacts with Communist China. The Deutsche Chlna-Gesellschaft offers the 
Chinese a potential propaganda outlet and the possible nucleus of a "China 
lobby" on the German pollticol scene. To date the new group docs not ap- 
pear to have much influence, despite the important names among the list of 
founders, but it is still too early to offer a considered Judgment coa- 
cemiDg its future* The Deutsche Chlna-Gesellschaft should, of course, 
not be confused with the Instltut fuer Aslenkunde , a scholarly and scienti- 
fic institution which recently opened offices in Hamb*arg, 

American Consul General 
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(Translated from the Gernsan) 



Why Deutsche Chlna-Cosellschnft (German China Society)? 

One of thu sruatest events In the history of this euntury, one vhlcb 
viM influence many future s^ncrotions, is the conversion of medieval 
Chli>n with its present population of million people Into o modern 
industriallxod state. What do ve know about this empire which until a 
fov years o^o vac nothing but cn object of world politics? The number of 
people In Germany who know the old China Is cmnll and only a few know the 
new, the changing China. This situation is unworthy oi our people and 
disadvantageous to its vital interests. Xt will be one of t^ most im>> 
portant tasks of the Deutsche Cbina^Gesellochaft to overcome it. 

A society which will devote itself to the promotion and deepening of 
mutual undorstonding and friendly relations between the German and Chinese 
peoples is needed even more because diplomatic relations do not yet exist 
between the Federal Republic and China and because the contest for China 
has started from all sides. 

Among its other undertakings , the Deutsche China«^Gesellschaft will 

1. widen and deepen onoog the German people knowledge about China 
through lectures, periodical publications, films, exhibitions, etc; 

2. make possible study tours to China, exchange scholarships and 
guest profooBOrships, personal meetings of Germans and Chinese in China 
and Ocmany; 

3 . promote economic cooperation of the two countries supplementing 
each other in the ctructuic (sic) of their national economies, doing so by 
dlsaomi noting information to the Germany economy concerning the economic 
development and economic possibilities In China and by informing the Chinese 
economy about the development and supply potential of the German economy; 

initiate the exchange of experts who con help China in its develop 
cent and uiuiblc the Chinese to study In Germany and get on- the- job training; 

promote the knowledge of the Chinuse Inngutige in Germany and of the 
Gomnn language in China. In view of the fact that thounonds of Germans 
will tour China in the years to come, it is plonncd to ccuspllc first a 
"Pocket Dictionary of tho Chincoo Language." 

U'lst year when two of the DlGnatoricsi/ discussed in Peking with reprfr 
sontatlvco of thoi eovorrmxnt the chances existent for the work of a 



Two of the founders of the Deutsche China-'Jcscllschaft. 
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Deutsche China-GesellBChaf t , high-ranking personalities up to the Minister 
Pro Bi dent (sic) gave asTurancen that ouch a ooclety coiild perform very uae- 
fu] work in the field of Gcraan-Chlneac relations, even If no diploaiatie 
j'ulationo exist between the Federal Ilepubllc and China at present. The 
Chinese "UocJcty for Foreign helatlonu" will be commiBoloned to c-Aintaln 
constant poroonal contact and to correspond with the Deutoche Chlna- 
Gcsellschaft . In acvoral intervlewo conducted in Gwitzerland recently, 
a close assistant to Prime Minister Chou En-lal again gave the assurance 
that Immediately after the founding of on organization such as the 
Deutsche China-Goeellschaft Peking will extend all possibilities for co- 
operation. Tho Chinese dlploicat pointed out how much relations between 
the Japanese and the Chinese have been intensified recently despite the 
lack of diplomatic recognition. Last year far more than 1,000 Japanese 
visited China individually and in groups - among them economists, scientists, 
artists, and politicians. Including deputies of even the government party; 
a permanent Japanese office of consulting engineers has already been opened 
in Peking. During the first half of this year this development has become 
still more intense. The assurance was given that shortly after the founda- 
tion of the Deutsche China-Ge soils chaft a larger delegation would be wel- 
come in China. 

Tho Deutsche Chipa-Gcsellschaft will not act in competition against 
existing associations, such as, for example, the Far Eastern Association 
(OAV) and the German Far East Association (DO AC - Deutsche Ostasiatlsche 
Gesellschaft , whose headquarters is in West Berlin) . CAV and the DQAG 
cover the whole of East Asia, the OAV even including India and Indonesia. 

But the 625 million nation of the Chinese, in an area the size of Europe 
(up to the Ural Mountains), is of such extraordinary importance for the 
future development of the world, and especially for Germany, that the culti- 
vation of International relations (with that country) must be taken cere 
of by a separate society. Just as tho Gorcan-Frcnch and Cerran-British 
aociotics, etc., exist alongside the Europa-Union. Furthermore, much of 
the work of the Deutsche ChinB-Oesellsehaft will be devoted to the c\Hti- 
vation of human contacts and the mooting of Germans and Chinese... moreover, 
the PeutGohe Chinu-Gcsellschaf t would appreciate it if momberp of the 
present srvcletlcs covering tho whole of East Asio - among whom there are 
also some of the founders (of this organization) - would also become 
members of the Deutsche Chlna-Gosellschaft , if th«y are particularly in- 
terested in China. 

We regret tho political contrast (Gcgensgtzlichkclt ) between the 
continent and Taiwan (Formosa). Our friendship goes out to the whole 
Chinese nation and we hope for its early reunification. At present, the 
East Zone olonc derives the benefit from Chinese s^nzpathy for Germany, 
which has been traditional since the relinquishment of our coloniol privi- 
leges in China. People and government in China honestly deplore the divi- 
sion of Germany and also hove the urgent Vish to rcounie friendly relations 
with the larger holf of Germany. For the sake of mutual advontage the 
Deutsche China-Gcsellschaft will help close the painful gap which exists 
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